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greetings

Dear Friends, Family, and Supporters of Kantorei:

I’m so proud of what Kantorei has accomplished, both as a top-level choir and as 
a maturing non-profit organization. Last year, we hit every goal we set for ourselves, 
and set new records in nearly every category. Most importantly, we refined our mission 
statement to truly capture the reason we exist: to elevate the human experience 
through choral excellence. We truly believe in the power of our art form to transform 
those that experience it. But, we’re still growing as an organization: we must do more to 
ensure we remain sustainable for the long term. We count on your continued financial 

support; we count on your word-of-mouth advertising; we count on your tireless passion for our ensemble. The result 
is something that we can all celebrate: a human experience that has been truly elevated. We are genuinely grateful for 
your support, and look forward to an exciting season ahead!

                       Kevin Gunnerson 
                       President, Board of Directors

a word from the president

Hello, and welcome to Kantorei’s 2015-16 season.

If you were with us last season, you know that we experienced many artistic and 
organizational heights! My first season as Artistic Director was a fantastic one, and we 
were thrilled to see our audience numbers grow tremendously throughout the year. This 
season, we will continue to build on that success!

Our first concert series, American Roots, celebrates the rich American choral tradition 
through Appalachian shape note songs, hymns, spirituals, and even some folk and 

bluegrass. For the holidays, I have decided to let the singers’ voices be heard -- in planning the concerts! You will love 
hearing what they have selected-- and next year, you get to choose!

In February, we will bring to life Maximilian Steinberg’s “Passion Week,” a Russian sacred choral work that just recently 
received its world premiere. We will also premiere several pieces by our newly named composer-in-residence Kim 
André Arnesen, and are excited to record those new works later in the year for a new CD release.

We end our 19th season with Movie Music. You’ll hear everything from Samuel Barber’s “Agnus Dei“ (“Adagio for Strings,” 
as set for voices), to your favorites from The Sound of Music, to classic songs from your favorite Disney movies. The concert 
will truly provide something for everyone!

Thank you for joining us this season. You are in for a treat as we continue to build on our successes, and build toward 
our 20th Anniversary Season in 2016-2017. See you in October!
 
 
                       Joel M. Rinsema
                 Artistic Director

a word from the director
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composer in residence
Kantorei is excited to name Kim André Arnesen as our Composer in Residence for the 2015-2016 concert 
season! Arnesen, a Norwegian composer, will compose as many as six new works for our ensemble during 
the 2015-2016 season. The collaboration will culminate with a two-week visit from Arnesen in February, 
2016, when we premiere his new works.

“We are thrilled to partner with Kim and bring his music to the Denver community, and to help bring beautiful 
new music into the world,” said Artistic Director Joel Rinsema. “Kim is a rising star in the choral world, and his 
writing suits our ensemble very well. We can’t wait to begin working with him.”

Arnesen grew up in Trondheim, Norway and started music school at the age of 6, playing the piano. He was 
later educated at the Music Conservatory in Trondheim and is an elected member of the Norwegian Society 
of Composers. In 2013, his works ‘Even when He is silent’ and ‘Cradle Hymn’ were released on CD, DVD and 
Blu-ray as part of the “Christmas in Norway” program featuring the St. Olaf Choir and Nidaros Cathedral Girls 
Choir. The concert aired on public television throughout the United States and Norway, and ‘Cradle Hymn’ 
became the bestseller among Santa Barbara Music Publishinǵ s Christmas music in 2014.

“Getting the opportunity to be the Composer in Residence for one of the finest choral ensembles in the
United States is one of the most exciting and greatest challenges so far for me as a composer,” said Arnesen. 
“The sound of Kantorei is to me the ideal sound of a choir: pure and warm. It is an honor for me to work with 
Kantorei and their Artistic Director, Joel Rinsema.”

Arnesen will visit Denver from his home in Norway in February, 2016. During his two-week visit, he will work
with our singers at multiple rehearsals that will be free and open to the public. Arnesen will also work with 
local university composition classes, and has plans to visit local schools that are programming his music 
during the year. The visit will culminate with our February Passion Week concerts, during which Arnesen’s new 
works will be premiered.

“I look forward to meeting the people in Denver and making new friends. I feel very inspired and I’m eager
to start writing,” said Arnesen.
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Saturday, October 10, 7:30PM
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church
1980 Dahlia St., Denver

Sunday, October 11, 3:00PM
St. Andrew United Methodist Church
9203 S. University Blvd., Highlands Ranch

Friday, December 11, 7:30PM
Saint John’s Cathedral
1350 Washington St., Denver

Saturday, December 12, 7:30PM
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church
1980 Dahlia St., Denver

Sunday, December 13, 7:00PM
First Christian Church
16 E. Platte Ave., Colorado Springs

Come “Down in the River to Pray” with us as Kantorei 
celebrates the rich history of choral singing in 
America. Exploring our American Roots, we’ll perform 
Appalachian shape-note songs, familiar hymn tunes, 
gospel, spirituals and bluegrass-inspired songs. Join 
us as we pay tribute to the king of American choral 
conducting, Robert Shaw (and his sidekick composer 
and arranger, Alice Parker) , and remember the late, 
great spiritual arranger, Moses Hogan. 

Tickets available at www.kantorei.org or at the door.

Celebrate the holidays with Kantorei! This time 
around, the singers of Kantorei truly get to have 
their voices heard -- they are in charge of selecting 
nearly all of the repertoire! You will love hearing 
what our wonderful singers have selected for your 
enjoyment. We will also include some teaser pieces 
by our 2015-2016 composer-in-residence, Kim André 
Arnesen. And next year, YOU get to help choose our 
Christmas concert line-up!

Tickets available at www.kantorei.org or at the door.

american roots

a kantorei christmas
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Enjoy a mix of music from the Silver Screen, including 
Samuel Barber’s “Agnus Dei”, an arrangement of his 
famous “Adagio for Strings” as featured in Platoon. 
We’ll also feature Carl Orff’s “O Fortuna” from 
“Carmina Burana”, selections from The Sound of Music, 
Disney favorites and more! This concert will truly have 
something for everyone!

Tickets available at www.kantorei.org or at the door.

Let the ethereal sounds of music from the Russian 
Orthodox tradition fill your soul. We will feature 
selections from Maximilian Steinberg’s newly 
discovered “Passion Week,” which James R. 
Oestreich of the New York Times says is “on a scale 
with the great sacred works of Tchaikovsky and 
Rachmaninoff, though in a slightly more advanced 
idiom, and is quite simply beautiful.” This concert 
also includes several new works from our 2015-2016 
composer-in-residence, Kim André Arnesen, who 
will be visiting from his native Norway. You won’t 
want to miss it! 

Tickets available at www.kantorei.org or at the door.

Saturday, February 27, 7:30PM
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church

1980 Dahlia St., Denver

Sunday, February 28, 3:00PM
First Plymouth CongregationalChurch

3501 S. Colorado Blvd., Englewood

Saturday, May 14, 7:30PM
Montview Blvd. Presbyterian Church

1980 Dahlia St., Denver

Sunday, May 15, 3:00PM
Cherry Creek Presbyterian Church

10150 E. Belleview Ave., Englewood

passion week

movie music
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Join us for an intimate evening of your favorite Broadway music from Kantorei soloists, duets and small 
ensembles. This popular event nearly sold out last year—be sure to get your tickets early! Delicious hors 
d’oeuvres and drinks will be served, and we guarantee a fun time will be had by everyone. All proceeds  
benefit Kantorei.   
Tickets $100 Suggested Donation
Tickets available at www.kantorei.org or at the door.

Saturday, November 14, 7:00PM
Menter Residence 6095 S. Chester Way, Greenwood Village, 80111

salon: a night on broadway

a winters night with the meistersingers

salon: sing to love

Cherry Creek High School’s fine Meistersingers join Kantorei for this annual joint holiday concert.  
Celebrate the season with an evening of traditional Christmas carols and familiar songs of the season. 
 
Tickets available at www.kantorei.org or at the door.

Tuesday, Dec. 1, 7:30PM 
Bethany Lutheran Church 4500 E. Hampden Ave., Cherry Hills Village

Saturday, March 12, 7:00PM
Hindman/Covington Residence 9722 E. 32nd Ave., Denver

Bring a date and enjoy the beauty of song in an intimate evening of arias, jazz, art song, and more.  
Kantorei members Jason Hindman and Landon Covington open their beautiful home to provide an  
evening of delicious hors d’oeuvres, drinks, desserts, and beautiful music from the members of Kantorei.  
All proceeds from the evening support Kantorei. You won’t want to miss it!  
Tickets $100 Suggested Donation
Tickets available at www.kantorei.org or at the door.
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about the staff

Artistic Director -  JOEL M. RINSEMA was named Artistic 
Director of Kantorei in 2014. Dedicated to expanding the artistic reach 
and transformative power of quality choral arts, he won the coveted Louis 
Botto Award for Innovative Action and Entrepreneurial Zeal from Chorus 
America in 2013. For the past 15 years, he served as the Assistant Conductor 
and President/CEO of the Grammy-winning Phoenix Chorale, working with 
internationally renowned conductor Charles Bruffy. Joel assisted in all 
aspects of artistic planning and leadership, and during his tenure, Phoenix 
Chorale recordings earned a total of two Grammy awards and eight Grammy 
nominations. The group’s recording “Northern Lights: Music of Ola Gjeilo” was 
named iTunes Classical Vocal Album of the year in 2012. 

Joel holds a Master of Music degree in vocal performance from Arizona State 
University, and a B.A. in vocal and choral performance from Whitworth College in 
Washington.  He recently completed his nearly 25-year tenure with the Phoenix 
Chorale, in order to relocate to Denver and focus his time and energy on Kantorei. 

 

Assistant Conductor - SARAH HARRISON teaches choir 
and AP Music Theory at Cherry Creek High School in Greenwood 
Village. Under her direction, choirs have appeared at several regional 
and state conventions. Prior to CCHS, Sarah opened and spent five 
years at Silver Creek Middle/Senior High School in Longmont, Colo. In 
addition to teaching, Sarah sings with various ensembles throughout 
the community, including Kantorei, and is an orchestra and jazz 
string bassist. She was Kantorei’s Interim Director for the 2013-2014 
season, and recently served as Colorado’s ACDA High School Mixed 
Repertoire and Standard Chair. Sarah earned her Bachelor of Music 
Education degree, with instrumental and vocal cer tification, from 
St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn., and her Master of Music in 
conducting and music education from Colorado State University.
 
 

Accompanist -  ALICIA RIGSBY came to Colorado in 1997 af ter completing 
her Master of Music degree in piano performance and music theory at Indiana 
University, Bloomington. Alicia is one of the original members of Kantorei, both as 
a singer and accompanist. She has performed with the Estes Trio, the Aspen Music 
Festival and the Boulder Chamber Orchestra, and teaches music at the Homeschool 
Connection, an extension of Woodrow Wilson Academy in Westminster.  She is 
passionate about music as an ar t form, a teaching tool and an expressionistic medium, 
and enjoys having all of the musical opportunities in her life.
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stay connected all year long!
We always get to see you at concerts, but there is so much more to enjoy all year long! Be sure to connect with us 
on your favorite networks to get the latest Kantorei news, updates, concert recordings, photos, and more. You’ll 
always be the first to know what we’re up to! Join our community today!

Facebook.com/Kantorei | @KantoreiDenver | Instagram.com/Kantorei | Youtube.com/Kantorei | Soundcloud.com/KantoreiCO

Visit our brand-new website at www.kantorei.org for all of the latest news,  
concert information, or to purchase tickets. We know you’ll love what you see!



PAYMENTS BY CREDIT CARD & CHECK 

CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION    CCV#

SIGNATURE

 
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO KANTOREI
     PO Box 18987
     Denver, CO 80218

[ Please detach from brochure and return by mail, or to save time you can order online at www.kantorei.org  ] 

Individual Advance Tickets 

       Adult ($20)   Senior ($15)   Student ($5)

Oct. 10    

Oct. 11    

Dec. 11 

Dec. 12         

Dec. 13                  ---  Free will offering.  --- 

Feb. 27 

Feb. 28

May 14

May 15
 
Dec. 1 (Meistersingers)                @  $15 = total  

(PLEASE NOTE: Holiday Meistersingers Concert is not included in the season package.) 

 Advance Ticket Subtotal        $

Salon Tickets 

Nov. 14 (Broadway)      @  $100 = total   $ 

Mar. 12 (Sing to Love)             @  $100 = total   $ 
 
 Salon Tickets Subtotal          $

 Season Tickets   (4 concerts - SAVE 10%) 
      
       - total -
Adult                   sets @ $72/set    $  
Senior (65+)               sets @ $54/set    $
Student (6-22)            sets @ $18/set    $
    
    Season Ticket Subtotal      $ 

Contributions (Thank you!!) 

$1,000+  Sponsors

$500 - $999 Patron

$200 - $499 Supporters

$100 - $199 Contributors

$1    - $99 Friends
    
 Contributions Subtotal      $

Season Tickets

Individual Advance Tickets

Salon Tickets

Contributions (Thank you!)

Ticket Mailing ($0.49)

TOTAL ENCLOSED

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL

(evening)

(matinée)

(evening)

(evening) 

(evening) 

(evening)

(matinée)

(evening)

(matinée)

2015-2016 season tickets order form
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