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Kantorei is a premier choral ensemble comprised
of volunteer singers under the direction of Artistic
Director Joel M. Rinsema. Our mission is to elevate the
human experience through choral excellence.
Connect with Kantorei at kantorei.org

Facebook.com/Kantorei | @KantoreiDenver | Instagram.com/Kantorei
Youtube.com/Kantorei | Soundcloud.com/KantoreiCO

KEITH FERGUSON
It is a wonderful honor to assume the role of Board
President of Kantorei on the heels of a remarkable
three years of significant accomplishment, growth, and
change. The great news is that the future continues to
look very bright for this group of extraordinarily talented
and dedicated individual members, staff, and board. I
am very excited to see the reality of our mission, vision,
and artistic and development plans mature to support
wonderful and growing concert experiences, future
guest artist and composer engagements, new and
vibrant composition commissions, recordings, travel,
and meaningful community outreach activities. A
deep connection with our audiences and supporters
as well as making exceptional music provide the core
motivation for all of us at Kantorei. I look forward to
meeting and engaging with as many of you as possible
over the next several years.
Kantorei is pleased to announce that Steve Grupe
has joined our organization as Executive Director. His
wealth of experience will be an outstanding addition
to our staff at this exciting time in our history. Look for
additional information from Steve in a later section
of this brochure and meeting him at one of our
upcoming concerts.
Fondly,
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President, Board of Directors
Kantorei
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Formed in 1997 under the leadership of six friends
and artistic director Richard Larson, Kantorei is a
premier choral ensemble comprised of volunteer
singers under the direction of Artistic Director Joel
M. Rinsema. Kantorei frequently performs at major
choral conventions across the U.S., has toured
around the world, and works with composers
and conductors of international renown. Naxos
released Kantorei’s first professionally-produced
recording, featuring works by Kim André Arnesen,
in 2018. Santa Barbara Music Publishing Inc.,
publishes the Kantorei Choral series. Kantorei
performs a broad range of a cappella choral
music with the mission “to elevate the human
experience through choral excellence.”

Facebook.com/Kantorei | @KantoreiDenver | Instagram.com/Kantorei
Youtube.com/Kantorei | Soundcloud.com/KantoreiCO

Artistic Director Joel M. Rinsema joined Kantorei
in 2014 from the Grammy Award-winning Phoenix
Chorale. Rinsema is a passionate advocate for
the professional choral art form, and frequently
consults with other choral arts organizations
locally and around the country. Because of his
leadership in the field, he received the Louis Botto
Award for “Innovative Action and Entrepreneurial
Zeal” from Chorus America. Rinsema is an
accomplished conductor of major works for choir
and orchestra, and holds music degrees from
Arizona State University and Whitworth University.
In March of 2017, Rinsema began his tenure as the
North American Choral Promotion Manager for
Oxford University Press based in Oxford, England.
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JOEL RINSEMA
Each Kantorei season ushers in something new to celebrate.
Last year, we celebrated the international release of our
recording of music of Kim André Arnesen to enthusiastic
acclaim, and we performed fantastic concerts featuring
music of composer Ola Gjeilo and a concert of music from
around the world. This season, we have some more exciting
things planned; We bring you the music of Jake Runestad,
considered by many as a new leading voice in choral music
in America. Not only will we open our season with concerts
dedicated to his beautiful compositions, we’ll also record
his music in May for our next commercial release! Jake will
be with us for our concerts, so you’ll have the chance to get
to know him. Kantorei and I are very excited (and honored,
and humbled!) to announce that we will be a featured
choir for the National Convention of the American Choral
Directors Association in Kansas City, Missouri in March.
Kantorei was chosen as one of approximately 25 invited
choirs (out of over 200 submissions!). We will have featured
performances in the beautiful Kaufmann Center for the
Performing Arts—one of the finest performing halls in
the country. We’ve also been invited to participate as a
demonstration choir for the esteemed John Rutter in a
session featuring Mr. Rutter’s personal favorite anthems
he’s composed. Thank you for joining us on our journey.
Our audiences continue to grow, and we are glad to
have you along with us. We can’t wait to see you again,
and make a difference in your life.
Fondly,

Joel Rinsema
Artistic Director
Kantorei

I. SING, WEARING THE SKY
CHORAL MUSIC OF JAKE RUNESTAD

Saturday, September 29, 7:30pm • First Plymouth Congregational Church
Sunday, September 30, 3pm • Christ Church Denver

Kantorei celebrates a bright star in American choral
music with a program of celebrated composer, Jake
Runestad’s music. Jake has a versatile and prolific
career creating works for orchestra, wind band,
chorus, chamber ensembles, and opera. His visceral
music and charismatic personality have fostered
a busy schedule of commissions, residencies,
workshops, and speaking engagements, enabling
him to be one of the youngest full-time composers
in the world.
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II. A KANTOREI CHRISTMAS

Thursday, December 13, 7:30pm • Lone Tree Arts Center
[ Tickets sold and managed by lonetreeartscenter.org ]

Saturday, December 15, 7:30pm • First Plymouth Congregational Church
Sunday, December 16, 3pm • Christ Church Denver

Featuring new settings of familiar favorites as well
as recently composed Christmas pieces that are
becoming mainstays in the choral repertoire. A
Kantorei Christmas features works by Paul Mealor,
Tim Takach, Philip Stopford, Eriks Ešenvalds, Sarah
Quartel and other young composers.
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III. A
 LL THINGS BRIGHT
AND BEAUTIFUL

Friday, February 22, 7:30pm • Saint John’s Cathedral
Saturday, February 23, 7:30pm • First Plymouth Congregational Church
Sunday, February 24, 3pm • Christ Church Denver

In preparation for Kantorei’s appearance at the 2019
American Choral Directors National Convention in
Kansas City, we celebrate one of the most prolific and
beloved melody writers in all of choral music, John
Rutter. The first half of our concerts feature some of
Mr. Rutter’s personal favorite sacred works, including
this concert’s namesake as well as “For the Beauty of
the Earth” and “A Gaelic Blessing”. The second half
features other repertoire to be performed at ACDA,
including “Six Chansons” by Paul Hindemith, and Kim
Arnesen’s “Infinity”. Join us in these farewell concerts
before we represent the Denver cultural community
on the national stage!
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IV. LET’S DANCE

Saturday, May 18, 7:30pm • First Plymouth Congregational Church
Sunday, May 19, 3pm • Christ Church Denver

You can’t dance without music! Kantorei will
have your toes tapping and you’ll want to grab
a partner for these concerts featuring dance in
choral music.
Johannes Brahms: Liebeslieder Waltzer Op. 52 for
choir and piano 4-hand
Libby Larsen: Dance Set for choir, clarinet, cello,
percussion, and piano
16
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Welcoming our new Executive Director

STEVE GRUPE
It is with great pleasure that I greet you as Kantorei’s new
Executive Director. I am honored to be entrusted to lead
the administrative side of this esteemed organization. I
also look forward to working with Artistic Director Joel
Rinsema, and the Board and Singers of Kantorei, as we
build on the organization’s strengths and enlarge its
future vision and reputation.
In 2019, I will reach a 25-year milestone of working in
performing arts administration—Opera Omaha, the
Denver Center for the Performing Arts, St. Martin’s
Chamber Choir, and now, Kantorei. Each previous role
has helped prepare me to undertake this new venture,
and I am extremely excited and honored to be selected.
Welcome to Kantorei’s 2018-2019 season. If you are a
returning season or single ticket buyer, welcome back! If
you have not yet experienced our great music making,
we hope this is the year that you “give us a listen.”
I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at a
Kantorei concert or event.
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I. SALON

A HAUNTING HALLOWEEN

Saturday, November 3, 7pm • Menter Residence, Greenwood Village

Come let us put a spell on you! Featuring select
members of Kantorei, spooky sounds and chilling
choruses will hang in the air as ghosts and ghouls,
witches and werewolves, and vampires and villains
come to life. Tricks and treats will be in abundance at
this shadowy Salon, hosted by the Menters. Seating
is limited—reserve your ticket soon!
Tickets: suggested $100 donation per attendee.

20

KANTOREI 2018–19 SEASON

KANTOREI 2018–19 SEASON

21

II. SALON
MOVIE MAGIC

Saturday, April 27, 7pm • Hindman & Covington Residence, Stapleton

Join us for an evening of music inspired by your
favorite cinematic masterpieces! Members of
Kantorei will sing selections from Hollywood’s classic
and current blockbusters at the home of Jason
Hindman and Landon Covington in Stapleton. This
intimate evening of movie singing is guaranteed to
have something for everyone! Hors d’oeuvres and
beverages will be served. See you at the movies!
Seating is limited—reserve your ticket soon!
Tickets: suggested $100 donation per attendee.
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OUTREACH EVENTS
I. HIGH SCHOOL TENOR/BASS FESTIVAL CONCERT
( Featuring members of Kantorei )

II. A WINTER’S NIGHT

( with Cherry Creek High School Meistersingers )

I. HIGH SCHOOL TENOR/BASS FESTIVAL CONCERT
Friday, September 21, 7:30pm • Christ Church Denver

Kantorei tenors and basses will join the evening
concert of the High School Tenor and Bass Festival,
which features daytime clinics and workshops for
high school tenors and basses, with guest conductor
Christopher Aspaas of Texas Christian University.
II. A WINTER’S NIGHT
Friday, November 30, 2018, 7:30pm • Bethany Lutheran Church

Kantorei once again is pleased to join the
Meistersingers of Cherry Creek High School for our
annual joint concert. We are always pleased to join
this excellent group of young singers, encouraging
them to pursue the gift of singing beyond their high
school experience. The familiar songs of Christmas
are the basis for this concert and we urge you to
bring the whole family!
24
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TICKETS
TICKET PRICES
For Sing, Wearing the Sky - Music of Jake Runestad
and A Kantorei Christmas
$25 adults/$20 seniors/Students free with valid
student ID
Tickets for concerts held at Lone Tree Arts Center
must be purchased at lonetreeartscenter.org.
For All Things Bright and Beautiful and Let’s Dance!
$20 adults/$15 seniors/Students free with valid
student ID
For Salons
$100 donation per attendee. Your ticket purchase is
considered a donation to Kantorei.

VENUES
FIRST PLYMOUTH
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Address:
3501 S Colorado Blvd, Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Parking:
Free on-site parking is available on the South and West sides
of the building.

More information:
http://www.firstplymouthchurch.org/who-we-are/location/

CHRIST CHURCH DENVER
Address:
2950 South University Boulevard Denver, CO, 80210
Parking:
Free parking available on East and South sides of the building

HOW TO ORDER TICKETS

More Information: http://christchurchdenver.org

Tickets are available at kantorei.org up to 24 hours
before each concert. Remaining available tickets
will be available at the door

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tickets for concerts held at Lone Tree Arts Center
must be purchased at lonetreeartscenter.org.

Address:
4500 E. Hampden Ave., Cherry Hills Village, CO 80113
Parking:

REFUNDS AND EXCHANGES

More information:

We do not provide refunds on our concert tickets;
if you are unable to use your ticket, please contact
us at kantorei@kantorei.org to donate it.
Any questions about tickets for events at Lone Tree
Arts Center must be directed to LTAC. You can
reach their box office at 720.509.1000.

Free parking, plentiful on the East, South, and West sides of the
building
http://www.blc-denver2.org/

SAINT JOHN’S CATHEDRAL
Address:
1350 N Washington St, Denver, CO 80203
Parking:
General and accessible parking is available in front of the
Cathedral’s Welcome Center at 1350 Washington Street.
Additional general parking is located north of 14th Avenue and
at Morey Middle School. Street parking is also available on the
blocks around the Cathedral.

More information:

https://sjcathedral.org/

LONE TREE ARTS CENTER
Address:
10075 Commons St., Lone Tree, CO 80124
Parking:
Free parking lot on the South side of the building

More information:
http://www.lonetreeartscenter.org/general-info-parking.php
26
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SUPPORT

STAFF

STEVE GRUPE

Executive Director

Over two-thirds of our revenue comes from support
like yours. Thanks to you, we’re able to bring
exemplary performances to the Denver region
and enrich our communities. Kantorei is a 501(c)(3)
organization, and contributions are tax deductible
to the fullest extent of the law.

WAYS TO GIVE:
• Mail a check made out to “Kantorei” and
address to: Kantorei, 8200 S Quebec St Ste
A3 #776, Centennial, CO 80112
• Donate online! through our online
donation partner, ColoradoGives.org

SARAH HARRISON

ALICIA RIGSBY

SABRINA GREEN

SARA MICHAEL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

MEMBERS AT LARGE:

Keith Ferguson

Mark Aquilina

Assistant Conductor

Accompanist

• Write a check and place in a donation
envelope at our concerts
• Interested in making a gift of stock?
Contact Jason Hindman, Development
Committee Chair, at jason@kantorei.org
for more information.

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS:
Give your company greater visibility by supporting
Kantorei! Plenty of underwriting opportunities are
available. Benefits include:
• Ad space in our concert programs
• Recognition signage at events
• Complimentary tickets
• And more!
Contact Jason Hindman, Development Committee
Chair, at jason@kantorei.org for information on how
to begin a partnership with Kantorei.

Marketing Director

Administrative Assistant
and Librarian

President

Michael Bizzaro

Jason Hindman

Matthew Gierke

Vice President & Development
Committee Chair

Susan Lewkow

Kevin Gunnerson
Jennifer Moore

Treasurer

Juli Orlandini
Secretary
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On sale now!
Available at kantorei.org
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KANTOREI
8200 S Quebec St Ste A3 #776
Centennial, CO 80112
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